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A Kansas National Guard unit that 

responds to domestic attacks 

involving weapons of mass 

destruction conducted a training 

exercise Dec. 4 -7 at Sherman Army 

Airfield.  

 

The 73rd Civil Support Team 

(Weapons of Mass Destruction) 

responds to terrorist attacks 

involving nuclear, radiological, 

biological and chemical weapons. Its 

22 active -duty Air and Army 

National Guardsmen are responsible 

for all of Kansas as well as parts of 

Nebraska and Iowa, working in 

partnership with those states' CSTs.  

 

"The 73rd CST is v ery competent working in a WMD environment; it's phenomenal from 

what I've seen," said Sean Hagerty, the contract exercise controller from Davis Defense 

Group.  

Hagerty and two observers introduced various scenarios during the exercise and noted the 

Guardsmen's responses, mostly checking on safety issues and proper operation of the 

highly technical gear, he said.  

 

The goal of the training is to keep the CST profic ient on all its equipment and procedures, 

said Maj. Shelly Bausch, deputy commander, 73rd CST.  

 

"We exercise from deployment to wrap up making sure we get all the main muscle 

movements in there," Bausch said.  

 

Spc. Patrick Gordon assists Sgt. John Tejada as the National 

Guardsmen from the Topeka -based 73rd Civil Support Team (Weapons 

of Mass Destruction) don their gear to collect samples during an 

exercise Dec. 6 at Sherman Army Airfield. Lamp photo by Prudence 

Siebert.  
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Such exercises, known as collective training, are 

conducted about every month, she said. Each exercise 

may have a different focus of training or target specific 

competencies.  

 

Working out of Forbes Field in Topeka, Kan., 73rd CST 

watch standers received a call at 8:30 a.m. Dec. 4 from 

Fort Leavenworth Fire and Emergency Services 

personnel.  

 

In the exercise scenario, an airfield employee had 

found a "victim" in the hangar at SAAF , but then he, 

too, was overcome by some sort of chemical agent.  

Fort Leavenworth responders had arrived on scene 

and noticed chemical dispersal devices in the area. 

After one of the responders moved a 55 -gallon drum 

he began to experience burning sensations in his hands 

about half an hour later. That's when they called the 

73rd CST.  

 

Once the CST receives a call, the team has 90 minutes 

to get an advance party on the road, Bausch said.  

 

"We have to prepare the ro utes and recall people in if 

they are not sitting in the office," she said. And then the team may have to drive for six 

hours to get to its destination.  

On scene, the CST has 90 minutes to set up operations, which includes an analytical 

laboratory, command post, decontamination tent and communications center, which 

operates secure communication lines and establishes a Web site.  

 

Hagerty said the exercise was designed to be realistic.  

 

"The scenarios that we provided are pattern ed on events that have either happened or could 

happen," he said.  

In one scenario, two survey team members, wearing personal protective equipment and 

armed with chemical detection monitors, entered a room that had been used to 

manufacture chemical agents.  

 

Taking air and residue samples, the survey team worked with its lab personnel to determine 

the types of threats that were present and how they should deal with thr threats.  

 

Staff Sgt. Michael Ramos and Air Force Staff 

Sgt. Dustin Nash, 73rd Civil Support Team 

(Weapons of Mass Destruction), inspect 

suspicious materials during an exercise Dec. 6 

at Sherman Army Airfield. Lamp photo by 

Prudence Siebert.  



 

Using those same procedures in a real -world incident, the 73rd CST was called to 

Coffeyville, Kan., in 2003 shortly after the unit was created.  

The new owner of a farm cleaned out a barn and discovered a collection of nerve agent 

vials and hand grenades.  

 

"Acid had crystallized it (nerve agents) and it was kind of dangerous," Bausch said.  

 

Part of the exercise included the 73rd CST working with local response agencies, such as the 

Fort Leavenworth Military Police and the City of Leavenworth Fire Department.  

"We were able to concentrate on training objectives that they had and practice," Hagerty 

said. "It turned out real well."  

 

Hagerty said the exercise controllers were there not so much to train the Guardsman, but to 

reinforce the high level of trai ning that they already have.  

 

"Just like anything else, if you don't conduct some sort of proficiency training you lose an 

edge after a while," he said.  
 

 


